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  FIGURE 9.5  Examples of Mnemonic Strategies

The Keyword Method
To help a student remember that the word 
“barrister” is another word for lawyer . . .

Your Honor,
my client is

INNOCENT!

The Keyword Method
To help students remember that insects
have six legs . . .

Look at the insects
on these sticks!

The STICKS remind
you that insects
have SIX legs.

Letter Strategies
Letter strategies include both acronyms and
acrostics. Acronyms create new words by
combining the first letters of a list or series of
words. For example, the acronym HOMES is
tied to the Great Lakes:

H = Huron
O = Ontario
M = Michigan
E = Erie
S = Superior

Acrostics are similar to acronyms, but they
consist of sentences. The first letter of each
sentence represents a different word, a strategy
that can be useful when information must be
remembered in sequence. For example, “My
very educated mother just served us nine pizzas,”
to remember the names of the planets
(Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, etc.). 

Reconstructive Elaborations
To help students remember that early bridges
often rotted and washed away . . .

Dang! These
old bridges

are no good!

SOURCE: Adapted from M. A. Mastropieri and T. E. Scruggs, Teaching Students Ways to Remember: Strategies for Learning 
Mnemonically (Cambridge, MA: Brookline Books, 1990).

Figure 9.7 suggests that most students will respond to mildly intrusive and restrictive 
interventions and only a few will require more intensive and restrictive interventions. 
Teachers should attempt less intensive and restrictive interventions first and proceed to 
the next level only if these interventions are unsuccessful.

One example of a mildly intrusive intervention strategy is classroom rules and rou-
tines. Students may misbehave because they do not understand the behavior expected 
of them. For example, a student may not understand that talking out is inappropriate 
during teacher-led presentations but may be permitted during cooperative learning 
activities. Teachers can do much to prevent misbehavior in their classrooms by making 
their expectations clear. This means that teachers should pay particular attention to the 
establishment and consistent enforcement of classroom rules and routines. Classroom 
rules provide structure for acceptable and unacceptable student behaviors (Vaughn, 
Bos, & Schumm, 2014); for guidelines on establishing classroom rules, see the accom-
panying Strategies for Effective Teaching and Learning feature. Classroom routines 
are those procedures that occur periodically throughout the school day—for example, 




